
  

How To Participate: Get Involved!
The CHEST Foundation is embarking on a campaign 
to enhance an endowment that was created in 2002 
by Bart Chernow, MD, Master FCCP, past Chair of 
The CHEST Foundation and ACCP Past President, 
and his wife, Mrs. Peggy Chernow, in recognition of  
Mr. Lever’s outstanding leadership of the College. 
Cognizant of the rapid growth of the College under 
Mr. Lever’s guidance,  the Chernows envisioned an 
endowment that would provide funding to support 
activities that nurture future College leaders and 
provide them with the values and skills that Mr. Lever 
demonstrated in fostering the growth of the College. 

To honor Mr. and Mrs. Lever’s accomplishments and 
success as leaders of the ACCP, The CHEST Foundation 
is enhancing the endowment fund established in 2002 
in recognition of Mr. Lever’s outstanding leadership. 
Members of the ACCP, colleagues, friends, and staff 
have an opportunity to show their appreciation for all 
that Mr. and Mrs. Lever have accomplished. A donation 
to the endowment bearing Mr. and Mrs. Lever’s 
names will commemorate and honor their leadership 
skills and recognize their role in helping advance 
pulmonary, critical care, and sleep medicine. All 
gifts to the endowment are tax-deductible and will 
be acknowledged in promotional materials related to 
the endowment and in The CHEST Foundation annual 
report.

Honorary Campaign Committee

The ACCP leaders who formed the original executive 
search committee and appointed Mr. Lever as 
Executive Vice President and CEO are pleased to serve 
again as honorary chairs of the endowment fund 
campaign. They are:

Rosemary Bone Mason, RN (serving for her late 		
    husband, Roger C. Bone, MD, Master FCCP) 
Marvin I. Dunn, MD, Master FCCP 
Ronald B. George, MD, Master FCCP 
Alex G. Little, MD, FCCP 
Edward C. Rosenow III, MD, Master FCCP

About The CHEST Foundation

The CHEST Foundation is the philanthropic arm 
of the American College of Chest Physicians, a 
17,500-member international medical specialty society. 
Always action-oriented, The CHEST Foundation blends 
specialty medicine, public health, and a commitment 
to serve those in need. Partnering with ACCP members, 
their patients, and the public, The CHEST Foundation 
is able to offer prevention and education programs 
and resources in pulmonary, critical care, and sleep 
medicine. By forming strategic relationships with public 
and private sector organizations around the world, 
The CHEST Foundation can make an impact on world 
health one community at a time.

For more information, please contact: 
Marilyn Lederer, CPA 
Executive Director 
(847) 498-8370 
mlederer@chestnet.org

The CHEST Foundation 
3300 Dundee Road 
Northbrook, Illinois 60062-2348 
www.chestfoundation.org

Al and Norine Lever  
Honorary Endowment Fund

“At the American College of Chest Physicians, 
we are committed to improving patient care 
through education. I like to think of us as 
providing information with four Cs: namely, we 
create, collect, combine, and communicate. 
Participating in the ACCP community brings 
many benefits. People who become actively 
involved tend to get enough satisfaction to 
become even more involved. Take this as a call 
to action to participate in the work and 
activities of the College.”
Alvin Lever, MA, FCCP(Hon)  
Executive Vice President and CEO
American College of Chest Physicians  
and The CHEST Foundation

 

I first knew Norine Lever as a quiet, loyal friend 
when we met as spouses of members of the 
American College of Chest Physicians. 

Later, as we volunteered together in the 
Ambassadors Group, specifically while working 
on the project Stories at the End of Life,   
I found her to be an extremely dedicated, caring, 
compassionate, and dependable co-chair. The 
CHEST Foundation, College, and Ambassadors 
Group will miss the support of Norine and her 
husband Al Lever. I wish them a long happy and 
healthy retirement.  

Rosemary Bone Mason, RN 

“My focus is on well-being. Well-being for 
everyone: patients and their families, members 
and their families, staff and their families.  
The American College of Chest Physicians and 
The CHEST Foundation in service to health 
education include an active international 
health presence and collaboration and  
co-operation with many medical associations 
and groups that work toward global health.  
A focus of well-being for all those involved 
with promoting health has motivated me  
to be involved.”
Norine Lever
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About Mr. and Mrs. Lever 

When Alvin Lever, MA, FCCP(Hon), assumed the role as 
the Executive Vice President and CEO of the American 
College of Chest Physicians (ACCP) in 1991, little did he 
know that it would become a family affair, both for his 
family and those of ACCP members. Assuming the helm 
of the ACCP, Mr. Lever set about establishing a culture 
that has become renowned for its family-inclusive  
nature. A key to creating that new feeling was the 
involvement of his wife, Norine, who, during the first 
decade, played the role of cohost of ACCP board  
meetings and was highly visible and involved at the 
annual CHEST meetings. From greeting ACCP members 
on their international travels to making new ACCP 
members feel at home at the annual meeting, the 
Levers have established a legacy that is being institu-
tionalized with the creation of the Al and Norine Lever 
Honorary Endowment Fund. 

About the Endowment

The inspiration for establishing the Al and Norine Lever 
Honorary Endowment Fund is based upon the Lever’s 
belief in advancing those individuals who demonstrate 
outstanding leadership abilities that are characteristic 
of health-care professionals—leadership, research, 
and innovation. The CHEST Foundation is proud to 
offer a fund that will develop leaders in the field and 
support strategic leadership initiatives that transform 
pulmonary, critical care, and sleep medicine, leading to 
advanced patient care. 

Key goals of the fund are to: 

•	 Develop new leaders in the field
•	 Advance the use of technology in health care
•	 Develop new models of organizational care
•	 Improve patient-focused care by fostering greater 

team collaboration 
•	 Promote collaboration between medical societies 

and other strategic partners to improve patient care
•	 Improve access to and quality of care
•	 Ensure better implementation of clinical practice 

guidelines

This will be achieved through multifaceted activities,  
including:

•	 Strategic leadership conferences (similar to the 
Thomas L. Petty, MD, Master FCCP Aspen Lung 
Conference)

•	 Research (similar to the Distinguished Scholar 
Program)

•	 Honor lectures

•	 Total assets increased from $9 million in 1991 to $16 
million in 2009.

•	 The publication scope of the CHEST journal 
increased, with the addition of international editions.

•	 Outreach to international members continued and 
educational courses were offered across the globe.

•	 A core educational curriculum was adopted to 
strengthen continuing medical education 
programming.

•	 A systematic process for the development of 
evidence-based guidelines was implemented.

•	 NetWorks and the Sleep and Critical Care Institutes 
were created.

•	 Alliances with sister societies were developed to 
create a coordinated approach to pulmonary, critical 
care, and sleep medicine issues. 

•	 An effective advocacy program was created to 
benefit ACCP members and patients.

•	 A simulation curriculum was established at CHEST 
meetings, and a simulation laboratory built at ACCP 
and coordinating technology implemented to 
provide a hands-on, interactive learning approach  
to chest medicine.

•	 A Patient-Focused Care Pledge was adopted and a 
Patient Safety Collaborative organized with strategic 
partners to reduce medical errors.

•	 A new trend in clinical meetings is being established 
by modifying the exhibit hall into a resource for 
learning by converting it into a Clinical Resource 
Center.

•	 The headquarters building was renovated to 
accommodate a staff that doubled in size.

•	 A high quality senior staff was recruited from the 
private sector.

•	 A Marketing Division was developed to expand the 
ACCP brand and products.

•	 The dormant American College of Chest Physicians 
Educational Foundation was converted into The 
CHEST Foundation as an active and successful 
supporting foundation.

•	 The Ambassadors Group, made up of ACCP spouses, 
family members, and friends, was founded to 
facilitate volunteering, networking, and educating in 
support of The CHEST Foundation’s mission.

•	 Governance and fiscal policies were adopted that 
reflect best practices in nonprofit management and 
ensure accountability to members and supporters.

About Al Lever

A review of Mr. Lever’s achievements since his selection 
as the ACCP Executive Vice President and CEO mirrors 
the growth and success of the ACCP. Mr. Lever’s enthu-
siasm, creativity, and vision are legendary among ACCP 
members, colleagues, strategic partners, and staff. His 
trademark management strategy of taking small steps 
in implementing new programs is imprinted on many 
of the College’s innovations in operations, education, 
and new program development. Coupled with his  
mantra to new ACCP Fellows to “get involved,” it is  
fitting that The CHEST Foundation is endowing the  
Al and Norine Lever Honorary Endowment Fund as a 
way to ensure Mr. and Mrs. Lever’s legacy benefits the 
College in perpetuity. 

Following in the tradition of founder Murray Kornfeld  
and Dr. Alfred Soffer, in 1991, Mr. Lever joined the  
College and shortly thereafter became only the third 
CEO of the ACCP in its 56-year history. Mr. Lever has 
emphasized patient-focused care predicated on 
evidence-based clinical practice. During the past  
17 years, Mr. Lever has adhered to the College’s mission 
to promote the prevention and treatment of diseases 
of the chest through leadership, education, research, 
and communication. As a result, the College has con-
tinued to succeed in its vision to become the leading 
resource for the improvement in cardiopulmonary 
health and critical care worldwide.

Advancing the College
Mr. Lever has called upon his training as an architect 
and his vast professional experience to build an orga-
nization that values high quality continuing education; 
form strategic partnerships to work toward the com-
mon goal of improving patient care; and nurture the 
volunteer leadership and ACCP staff to function like a 
tight-knit family. 

Under the direction of Mr. Lever, the following  
advances were realized by the College:

•	 The development of physician leaders, the 
importance of strategic planning, and the necessity 
of ongoing communication were affirmed.

•	 Membership increased from 13,000 in 1991 to 17,500 
in 2009.

•	 Attendance at the annual CHEST scientific meeting 
grew from 1,900 in 1991 to almost 7,000 in 2008.

•	 Gross revenues grew from $8 million in 1991 to $22 
million in 2009, with the addition of a Corporate 
Development Division.

Yes, I wish to honor Mr. and Mrs. Lever and support the 
promotion of physician development and training with a 
gift to the Al and Norine Lever Honorary Endowment Fund 
in the amount of:

    $ 25,000+ 	     $ 1,000

    $ 10,000+	      $ Other ____________

    $ 5,000

Your name(s) as you wish to be recognized

ACCP ID#

Address

City	 State	Zip  code	 Country

Phone

E-mail

  I wish this gift to remain anonymous.

  Charge my gift of $ ________ to my

  VISA       		    MasterCard     

  American Express      		    Discover

Card number	 Expiration Date

name as it appears on the card

signature

Secure online donations accepted at www.chestfoundation.org. 

 �My check is enclosed.  
(Please make check payable to The CHEST Foundation.)

The CHEST Foundation 
3300 Dundee Road 
Northbrook, IL 60062-2348 
United States of America

 �I pledge to pay off my gift of $ ________ over the next    
1   2   3  year(s)   (circle one)  

Contact Marilyn Lederer at (847) 498-8370 to discuss your 
gift of stock.

The CHEST Foundation 
3300 Dundee Road 
Northbrook, IL 60062-2348 
www.chestfoundation.org. 

About Norine Lever

Norine Lever has been an active champion for ACCP 
staff, members, and patients and their families. As her 
familiarity with the work of the ACCP grew and her 
association with spouses of ACCP members became 
more frequent, she envisioned a new role for spouses 
that could augment the work of ACCP members. In 
2001, Mrs. Lever proposed the creation of an auxiliary 
group for The CHEST Foundation that would under-
take projects that complement The Foundation’s four 
focus areas. In conjunction with other ACCP leadership 
spouses, the Ambassadors Group was formed. Since 
its inception, the Ambassadors Group has developed a 
“Train the Trainers” video to complement The Founda-
tion’s tobacco prevention resources; funded an annual 
Humanitarian Award; and produced a groundbreaking 
booklet set, Stories at the End of Life, to assist physicians, 
patients, and their families in promoting dialogue 
around end-of-life issues. 

Mrs. Lever co-chaired the Stories at the End of Life 
project with Mrs. Rosemary Bone Mason, RN, whose 
late husband, ACCP Past President Roger C. Bone, MD, 
Master FCCP, was on the search committee that hired 
Mr. Lever. Mrs. Lever and Mrs. Bone Mason worked for 
more than a year, reading stories submitted through a 
national call for stories issued in “Parade” magazine and 
recruiting a group of ACCP members with expertise 
in end-of-life issues to serve as commentators to 
introduce each section of the booklets. As a result of 
this extraordinary effort, which culminated with the 
publication of the booklets in 2003, Mrs. Lever and  
Mrs. Bone Mason were awarded an Honorary  
Humanitarian Award in fall 2003 during The Founda-
tion’s annual Making a Difference Awards Dinner.

As the Ambassadors Group has expanded to further 
augment the work of The CHEST Foundation, Norine 
Lever’s values and goals in creating the Ambassadors 
Group continue to provide an important foundation 
from which future projects and programs will emanate 
to improve patient care.


